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POLICE AMENDMENT (COMPENSATION SCHEME) BILL 2021 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from 24 November. 

Clause 4: Part 2D inserted — 
Debate was adjourned after the clause had been partly considered. 

Ms L. METTAM: I refer to proposed section 33ZT, which states that there will be no effect on other entitlements. 
Can the minister provide some clarification on the ex gratia payments? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Nothing in this legislation will affect or prevent members of the Western Australia Police Force 
or medically retired members from applying for ex gratia or act-of-grace payments. 

Ms L. METTAM: Further question. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): You have not had the call yet, member for Vasse. Would you like 
to sit down until I give you the call? The question is that clause 4 stand as printed. The member for Vasse. 

Ms L. METTAM: To clarify, will there be a capacity, or does the minister envisage a need for ex gratia payments 
once this bill is implemented? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: By their nature, unpredictable circumstances lead to those applications being made. The types of 
catastrophic injuries suffered by Ryan Marron and others seldom occur. Those things are not necessarily anticipated 
in the normal course of a police officer’s career.  

When those types of injuries occur, applications can be made. Nothing that we are doing will prevent anybody 
from making an application for payments of that nature. 
Ms L. METTAM: I refer to proposed section 33ZV, “Police Commissioner to pay compensation”, on page 7 of 
the bill. What role will WorkCover play, if any, in assessing compensation? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: WorkCover will have no role. 
Ms L. METTAM: I refer to proposed section 33ZW on page 9 of the bill. Why will compensation for permanent 
impairment exclude mental health conditions and transmittable diseases other than AIDS? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: These clauses refer to personal injury resulting from an accident. Industrial diseases are not 
covered under “injury by accident”. However, individuals would be eligible for the salary component of the 
compensation scheme, so they would still get that part of it. Industrial diseases will not be covered by these clauses. 
Ms L. METTAM: I now refer to proposed section 33ZZ(8) on page 14 of the bill. Why will an officer’s personal 
financial standing impact the compensation payable for a work-related medical condition? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That is the same test that arbitrators apply to workers’ compensation under the Workers’ 
Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981. We have been consistent, where possible, in delivering outcomes 
in this legislation. 
Ms L. METTAM: I refer to proposed subsection (9) on page 15 of the bill, which refers to the maximum amount of 
compensation payable. Why will the limit be 75 per cent for medically retired officers, 25 per cent less than for those 
employees affected by work-related medical conditions? Can the minister explain how the cap will be imposed?  
Mr P. PAPALIA: It will be consistent with other employees. It will retain consistency with the WA Workers’ 
Compensation and Injury Management Act by reflecting the same terminology and rates. This proposed subsection 
is almost identical to the subsection under section 217 of the Western Australian Workers’ Compensation and 
Injury Management Act. 
Ms L. METTAM: Just to clarify, the minister said it is consistent with the other act. The other act caps compensation 
at 75 per cent. 
Mr P. Papalia: Yes. 
Ms L. METTAM: Okay. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 5 and 6 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
[Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading.] 

Third Reading 
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MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [10.51 am]: I move — 
That the bill be now read a third time. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [10.51 am]: I rise to make a contribution to 
the third reading of the Police Amendment (Compensation Scheme) Bill 2021. I am not the shadow spokesperson 
for police, but I represent this shadow portfolio in the Legislative Assembly. From the outset, I thank the advisers 
and the minister’s staff for being available and providing support to the opposition team in our consideration of 
this bill. It is a worthy bill. I also acknowledge the work undertaken by the Minister for Police, the former Minister 
for Police and the WA Police Union.  
We are often asked outside this house what it is like to be in Parliament and about the rivalry that happens within this 
place. I often respond to such questions by talking about those things on which we agree. We certainly support the 
efforts that have been made to implement this legislation, which has been talked about for years but has not been 
implemented until now. This bill is very important to not only our serving police officers and police liaison officers, 
but also the community at large, who wholeheartedly support the actions and wonderful work that our WA police 
and police liaison officers undertake in our community to ensure that we are safe and to support some of our most 
vulnerable. These officers put themselves on the line and risk their own safety, and through such actions we, at times, 
see some outcomes. Their commitment in the line of duty sometimes leads to circumstances in which a compensation 
scheme is needed, and such a scheme will be implemented through the bill that is before the house today. I will 
leave my comments there, but I want to acknowledge, once again, the work of the Western Australia Police Force, 
and of the Minister for Police, as well as the former Minister for Police, for bringing this bill to Parliament. I look 
forward to seeing its steady passage through the Legislative Council and to it being implemented in the community 
next year. 
MR Y. MUBARAKAI (Jandakot — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.54 am]: I rise to make a brief contribution to 
the third reading debate on the Police Amendment (Compensation Scheme) Bill 2021. From the outset, I want to 
say that the government has made a very bold choice in bringing in such a reform when previous governments have 
struggled to bring such a reform into this place. I want to congratulate the Minister for Police and his advisers, who 
have played a crucial role in providing this opportunity for us to make a contribution on this bill, along with the 
current Speaker of the house, who in her role as the former Minister for Police also made a tremendous contribution, 
along with the WA Police Union. As I have said, this is a worthy reform, and it is highly commendable, minister. 
This bill, as members have outlined, has some clear parameters and intent. This important bill has been introduced 
in order to show our respect and appreciation for the WA Police Force. As I have said, this is a very important 
bill. This bill does not place any limitations on any pre-existing compensation applications by individuals in the 
WA Police Force. In the previous attempts to bring this bill to Parliament, this has been a very sticky situation. I am 
glad to see that the contributions made by members across the chamber have supported this reform. The intent of this 
bill is obviously to assist police officers in their transition, especially when they have been injured or for medical 
reasons cannot sustain doing their job. It is difficult in those circumstances for them to know what the future holds. 
From the contributions that have been made in this house, I have to acknowledge the member for Burns Beach in 
particular. He has been an extremely strong advocate in this place in both the role that he played as a police officer in 
the community and now as a member of Parliament. He spoke quite passionately about this bill. As the minister has also 
outlined, this bill cannot undo the pain and injury of the past, nor can it compensate for the other hidden costs of broken 
families and often shattered lives as part of the roles and duties that officers have played in the police force. This bill will 
ensure that police officers will be properly compensated for their injuries and loss of work, and, in the process, give 
medically retired police officers the chance to build a new life. As the member for Burns Beach said quite outstandingly, 
the WA police are heroes, and we must not walk away from them. We need to show our support. That is exactly what 
this bill provides. It will ensure that the McGowan government recognises and supports their contributions. 
One of the many great experiences of being a representative of my electorate of Jandakot is getting to know the 
police in my district, who work day in and day out to keep my community safe. I am proud to say that I call many 
of them friends. These police officers see the darkest parts of our society on a daily basis. They are often the first on 
the scene to deal with horrific situations, from domestic violence to homicides, suicides, drug overdoses, drownings 
of children and crimes of despair. For doing this service for us, the response they get is a continuous series of mental 
and emotional abuse and physical assaults. They are spat on and completely dehumanised for doing the right thing 
day in, day out. It is despicable behaviour and it is completely not on. Before I stood here today to give this brief 
contribution, I took the opportunity call a few friends who work in the WA Police Force regarding this bill and 
I asked for their feedback. I sought the response to two questions. The first question was: why do you do this on 
a day-to-day basis? The second question was: despite all the challenges you face, what is it that brings you back 
to work to do the noble deeds that you do on a daily basis? The responses were staggering. They said that the reason 
they do this is that they are committed to ensuring the safety of their community. That is why they do this. Their 
further observations were that the community and the people out there need them: “They need us” were the exact 
words they used. They said that there were so many vulnerable people doing it tough in all aspects of life and that 
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they needed to be there to help them through these tough times. That is the reason they have the courage to wear 
the uniform no matter what challenges they face. 
Their question was: if it were not them, who would play the role in providing safety and security for our community 
members? The real questions for them were: Whom will the community turn to? Whom will they go to if not the 
police? For my police friends, one of the most important things on a daily basis is to provide a level of assurance 
so that families, individuals and communities feel safe and protected. In their own words, they all explained that it is 
a thankless job, with a very false public perception for which they receive no respect or appreciation. But, in time, 
they have seen that when individuals or families go through traumatic situations, they actually realise the work 
that police officers are involved in, which changes their views of and their appreciation for the police. Those people 
then fully understand the commitment involved in serving the people of Western Australia. My police friends also 
want young people who are looking at entering the Western Australia Police Force as a career to feel excited by the 
prospect, but, most of all, to feel supported. They also want those individuals who are thinking about joining the 
WA Police Force to think, “Yes, I would like to be a police officer so that I can be part of doing this noble thing, 
and protect and serve my community to the highest distinction.” 
Many professions have hard-nosed cultures and, in recent years, they have started to transition with a focus on mental 
health in work culture for their employees and the betterment of the people they are surrounded by on a daily basis. 
Therefore, police officers want to know that they will be looked after if something happens to them, which is pretty 
much what this bill addresses. 
While I am speaking about the amazing police officers, I also want to briefly mention the incredible work done by 
the WA Police Force with regard to the rescue of Cleo Smith. As a parent and a father, having that situation occur 
to any one of my children is my worst nightmare. I just want to say that on behalf of my constituents, I would like to 
thank Detective Superintendent Rod Wilde and his amazing team at Taskforce Rodia for never giving up and for 
bringing Cleo safe back to her family. In addition to thanking the Western Australia Police Force generally, I would 
like to particularly thank the police who serve in my electorate, and acknowledge the professionalism and 
continued support of Senior Sergeant Troy Douglas of Cockburn Police Station in the Fremantle district. I would also 
like to convey my sincere thanks to Senior Sergeant Stephen Castledine of Murdoch Police Station, Senior Sergeant 
Brad Karafil of Canning Vale Police Station and Senior Sergeant Ron Adams of Armadale Police Station. 
It has been quite obvious during COVID that the police have done an outstanding job in keeping us safe, but it has 
also been a tremendously tough time for them in enduring a lot of backlash from community members who do not 
respect their roles and responsibilities. That is now sadly being directed towards politicians and their staff. I was 
disappointed at the very recent incident in which the Premier and his family were threatened by members of the 
community. It is despicable that any individual would think of harming anyone’s family for doing the right thing 
and safeguarding the lives of every Western Australian. As a parliamentarian, if the same were to happen to the family 
of any member on the opposition bench, I can assure the house that the government would stand in solidarity with 
them. We would show our respect and support them by saying that threatening anyone’s family in that nature—
threatening to behead children—is unacceptable. Not showing support is a nasty way of showing one’s reputation as 
a politician in this place. I was disappointed; I thought members in this place would know that there is a line between 
right and wrong and, politics aside, I would never have thought that in a situation like this, in the house of the people, 
opposition members would remain mute and not share their feelings. It is quite clear that when the chance arose, 
opposition members remained quiet. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you do not have the call. 
Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: Again, I am taking no interjections. Once again — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, yesterday you became unruly. Let us not end the 
parliamentary sitting in the same manner. The member for Jandakot has the call. 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The member for Jandakot is misleading the house. The opposition stands united with the 
government on any threats to anyone! We do not support and will never support any threats to anyone. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms K.E. Giddens): There is no — 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Do not misrepresent or mislead the Parliament of Western Australia. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! Sorry, member for Jandakot; I am not ready to proceed. 
When I talk, member for North West Central, it is not an invitation for you to talk over the top of me. I will call you 
to order the next time that occurs. There is no point of order and the member for Jandakot has the call. 
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Debate Resumed 
Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: As I have said, the member stands and speaks without understanding fully that when the 
time arose, there was no support from the opposition, and there is still no support. For him to say I am speaking 
without proof, well, the proof is in the pudding, my friend. 
I will conclude my remarks on the Police Amendment (Compensation Scheme) Bill 2021. I congratulate the 
Minister for Police, his team and everyone involved in this amazing bill that will do the right thing for the police 
of Western Australia. I commend the bill to the house and its swift passage through both houses for the betterment 
of Western Australians. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [11.08 am] — in reply: I will not delay things much longer. 
I would like, in conclusion, to thank all members for their contributions and clear support. I know all members of 
Parliament would have liked to contribute to this debate to lend their support to our Western Australia Police Force; 
that is a given, so I appreciate members refraining from doing so because we want to get on with this legislation. 
It is a little disappointing that the Speaker, Hon Michelle Roberts, who had intended to speak at this moment, is unable 
to speak because she is attending an event in her electorate. I hope that she will get the opportunity to say a couple 
of words later during her closing address for the year. 
Mr V.A. Catania: So she should. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, she should, because undeniably the former Minister for Police was a prime advocate 
and leader of the cause focused on advancing the interests of medically retired police officers and supporting 
Western Australian police officers injured during the course of their service. That goes right back to when she was 
shadow minister until her time in office when she delivered on a range of benefits to police officers, but with respect 
to medically retired officers—the redress scheme and removing section 8 as a tool for removing police officers, and 
now this legislation—she oversaw much of the work to bring it into Parliament. 
I again acknowledge Assistant Commissioner Properjohn, Ms Roberts, Mr Penn and all their team for their work, 
and the people who have worked assiduously to prepare this legislation and deliver on a commitment that was made 
by the Premier prior to the last election that we would deliver a police compensation scheme that would preserve 
all extant entitlements for police. That has been done. I look forward, like everyone else, to the bill’s swift passage 
through the upper house, and hope, if that is the case before the end of the year, that this scheme can be operational 
on 1 January next year, which would be a wonderful thing. 
I also acknowledge the Western Australian Police Union for its support, particularly acting president, Mick Kelly, 
for his advocacy throughout this process, but also most recently his acknowledgement and support of this legislation, 
and his expression of appreciation for the legislation that has been delivered. I also reiterate my respect and admiration 
for the police command team, led by Commissioner Dawson, who have universally demonstrated their care and 
concern for their subordinates—those whom they lead. It has manifested daily in every dealing I have had with them 
that that is their primary concern. They do their duty, they ensure integrity and they care for everybody. That is 
led by their concern and care for those whom they lead. That is undeniably on a daily basis. This legislation has been 
supported by them, which demonstrates their concern and care. They are good leaders. We are fortunate in this state 
to have a police force that is demonstrably amongst the best in the world and doing wonderful work, and has been 
keeping us safe throughout this pandemic. They are led by some of the best leaders of police anywhere in the world. 
That is a great thing that we should all be thankful for. 
Finally, I would like to say to all former police officers from the Medically Retired Western Australian Police Officers 
Association who brought this issue to the attention of the Speaker and me, along with other members of Parliament 
the better part of a decade ago, that I acknowledge their tireless advocacy. I also acknowledge the fact that this will 
not ever recompense them for what they have endured and suffered, and continue to confront, but they should take 
solace from the fact that they have changed the situation; they have changed the state of Western Australia and 
they have changed conditions for Western Australia Police Force officers forevermore. They can take comfort from 
the fact that they did that. It is something that they should be very, very proud of and be comforted by the fact that 
those who follow in their footsteps will be better cared for. We will always have this support available to them. 
I will finish by saying one other thing. I hate to disagree with the member for Jandakot—I seldom do—however, 
on this occasion, I would dispute the fact that police in Western Australia perform a thankless task. In recent times, 
rightly, the vast majority, if not all—there will always be a small percentage of people who differ—Western Australians 
are absolutely thankful for our Western Australian police force and incredibly proud of them. We are telling them 
that all the time and I urge people to continue to do that. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.  
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